




















We made a lot of dust ripping boards for tent platforms  New stairs and a bndg‘eiuthe helipad Our hoist and our skiff - HELGA

£

t one of therepai i i e 4
Jus mu.\_.n jl;g I‘n:pm!'.sl Pru‘]cc%;ﬂ.cﬂ?’j%t‘hw“ this mx;iml;‘_.& :

: "I-'i%o NOLS groups made use of our Reserye’s e k:'[:v_ak landing : gt Wall tents and platforms made great additions.
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!-Schematic: Overview ef 2007 Systems Upgrades at Cape Decision

55 gallon-

Original dam site <: HoldineTanks

]31’0\'idc.~i water to

the system

g -

Gal |L‘_\' & Washer Dryer

Restroom /

S .

1000 gallrm

*Onion” tank for

storing water in-

12 volt Pump side our cistern

e U ab

Mot Water

: I Wind turbine

Heater

Battery Bank

Charge Controller Solar Array

Freezer

Range

Nt

100 g. of propane

This schematic diagram outlines the majority of systems improvements made to
Cape Decision Lighthouse this summer. We were able to do all this and more
with the help of foundational support, private cash and in-kind donations, mem-
bership dues, and our largest volunteer base ever!

Not shown here were projects that include the installation of composting toilets, an incinerator,
| improved trails, exterior concrete restoration, tramway repair and painting, workbench construc-
tion, painting of the roof, rehanging doors, hooking up the old windsock and lots more...
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fCDLSWélcomés the Na;cionamll Outdoor Leadership SC“l-lnodnlu_

CDLS was proud to welcome two groups of students from the National Outdoor
Leadership School (NOLS) to Cape Decision this summer. Both groups had left Petersburg
by kayak some two weeks before making landfall on the southern tip of Kuiu Island.

Cape Decision marks the half way
point of month long trips that
NOLS runs in SE Alaska and
Prince William Sound. Among the
skills learned by these high school
and college age students are wil-
derness travel skills, outdoor eth-
ics and expedition behavior. After
stowing gear and setting up camp
at our boat landing, they hiked the
trail to the lighthouse and found
refreshments, food, and a lot
more waiting for them.

One thing that we like to do for
anyone visiting Cape Decision is orient
them to the facilities with a tour, and then
share the natural and maritime history of
the area. While on-sife, one group was.
lucky enough to witness a USCG helicop-
ter land on the helipad while they stood in
the lighthouse entryway and the other
group helped us paint the entire tramway
railing in less than an hour! Both groups
ate a lot of hot food, watched whales from
the roof, and had a great time exploring.
We wanted to make sure to thank them
for coming by, invite them to come back,
and urge you to do the same. For more
information on NOLS, visit www.nols.edu
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Stories From the Cape
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This story was told to us by a presently unknown source. Please let us know if you ;_\4 A
know the pastor who played the ‘musical saw,or the lightkeepers blessed by this visit! : LR ]
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Christmas at Cape Decision  circa 1960

On a cold, fr.!gg_\' December day, just a few d:l}'ti betore Christmas, a small float pldne
was seen flying low in front Cape Decision by the resident lightkeepers. The wind
was beginning to howl, but had not yet whipped the seas into galloping horses. The
Boatswain Mate First Class stepped outside to see the small planc thrf.n\'ing an anchor
onto the small rocky promontory to the West of the lighthouse. Out stepped the pilot
and a tall, statcly man with a large cross cut saw. The wind and pilot kept the plane

off the rocks, while the man and saw made their way to up to the lighthouse. He was

an itinerant pastor, and had come to sing a few Christmas carols with the men at Cape

Decision, accompanied by the ‘musical saw.” He bent and twanged the saw in time to

‘Joy to the World," and the lightkeepers joined in for what was probably Cape Deci-

sion’s shortest Christmas party. Ever vigilant of the weather, and hearing shouts {rom

the [)ilul, the pastor handed over a box of Christmas cookies (from the parish ladies),
grabbed his saw and bolted out the door, shnuling ‘Merry Christmas Cape Decision!”
as he headed for the pl.mc. The Cape Decision crew watched on as the plane, bounc-
ing across the wave tops, disappeared into the fog. Retold by: K. Lucas
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Literary Corner
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BY WILLIAM COWPLER

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
God moves in a mysterious way, Tt
But trust him for his grace;
His wonders to perform; _ . . :
Behind a frowning providence
He plants his footsteps in the' sea,

X1 0AN

He hides a smiling face.

~And rides upon the storm.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Deep in unfathomable mines o i :
Unfolding ev'ry hour;

Of never-tailing skill, 21 )
I'he bud may have a bitter taste,
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He treasures up his bright designs, _
} 5 But sweet will be the flowr.

And works his sovreign will.
=

Blind unbeliel 1s sure to err,
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Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,

And scan his work in vain;
The clouds ye so much dread
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God 1s his own interpreter,
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Are big with mercy, and shall break
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And he will make it plain.
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In blessings on your head.
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In Appreciation...

- All of our members, old and new, for your gen-
crous support and constant cncouragement!

- Judy Johnstone for the donation of an acctylene
light, circa 1915, for an interpretive display at
Cape Decision

- Michael & Winsome McIntosh for the donation

of the two fundraiscr dinner cruises aboard the
m/v Liscron & m/v Mist Cove

- the Rasmuson Foundation for the Ticr 1 grant for
our domestic upgrades accomplished this summer

- the Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation for
the funds to purchase four Alaska-made wall tents

- the Sitka Christian Center [or the donation of a
washer and drycr

- John & Barbara DeLong for the donation of a
overnight kayak trip to Camp Coogan

“Dr. Burgess Bauder for the water taxi dropolf/
pickup onboard the /v Death Barge

- Dirk & Trish White for the dpnations of me{u?. &

frames for our fundraiser raffle
- Grace Harbor Church for housing our volunteers

- Nina Hahler for the donation ol nautical cards and
prints for future fundraising efforts
- Roger Hames and Seamart for ongoing gencrous

food donations to help feed CDLS volunteers

- Ken Finkenbinder [or the donation of a large can-
vas tent & lots of other usclul building supplies

- Port Alexander Historical Society for housing
volunteers in the new museum building in P.A.

- Mike Litman & Precision Boatworks for the
fine work retrofitting our new skiff

- Tom Penney of SeaLevel Stone and Tile for the
sandblaster & Shopvac

- Brian & Renee Pierce of Simple Pleasures for
heip'mg to sell our CD

- Winter Song Soap for the donation of barrels

- The Daily Sitka Sentinel, Raven Radio &
Splash! TV for helping us get our messages out to
the public
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- The USCG Spouses and Wives Association for

the generous support in the form of a mini-grant

- Dr. John Totten for his generous support during

our fundraiser dinner cruiscs

VOLUNTEERS

- Dick Curran for serving on our Board of Directors

- Gary, Phyllis, Ricco, Chad and Chantelle Mu-
ligan for hauling freight from Sitka on board the
f/v Cape Ommaney, and their backbreaking labor

- Cat Lynch and Jesse Brown for spending three
full weeks at Cape Decision working on a varicty of

grant and restoration projects

- Jeff Brooks, Winslow Bent , Scott Higgins and
Bernie Marstrom for flying in and out to spend a
weck getting the generators tuned and a lot of

other work done

- Mike and Marilyn Wise and Chelsea for pitch-
ing inand enjoying a weekend with us!

- Scott Wurster, Bryan Cornelius and Will
Caramella for their two weeks of hard work at
Capl‘, Decision this summer

- Anne Harmann for paddling all the way around
Kuiu Island to reach us and for helping out in ex-
tranrdinﬂry ways

- The National Outdoor Leadership School for
inspiring an appreciation for wild places and sup-
porting maritime heritage during their courses

- Chris Brooks, Steve Lanwermeyer and Rachel
Brown for five weeks of coordinating the restor-

ation cffort at Cape Decision this summer

LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION

- Jack Knutsen [or transporting matcrials all the way
from Seattle and volunteers from PA (twice!) on
board the m/v Cape Decision

- Jim Boyce for bringing volunteers back to PA from
the lighthousc in the [/v Gunsmoke

- Pete Mooney of Laughing Raven Lodge for
hauling fuel and volunteers on the s/v Blue Jacket

- Glen & Shanna Smith for hauling [rcight on the
{/v Moontrapper

- Harris Aircraft Services for getting so many ol us
safely back and forth from Kuiu Island & PA!
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Karen Lucas, President. In 1991, Karen founded and incorporated the Cape Decision Lighthouse Society, a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit Alaskan
corporation, and has continued as president since then (except 2003). She has been a commercial fisher for 33 years from Ketchikan to Bristol
Bay, participating in a variety of fisheries. She has owned and operated two fishing vessels. She graduated from the University of Washington
with a BA in French and Spanish, earned a Secondary Alaska Teacher's Certificate endorsed for same from the University of Alaska, a US Mer-
chant Marine Officer License for 50 Tons, near coastal, and a Cambridge Certificate of English Language Teacher of Adults. Karen founded and
incorporated the Port Alexander Historical Society (PAHS) where she continues as president. She is also on the Board of the Betty Eliason
Childcare Center, and president of the Sitka Woman's Club, both nonprofits.

Chris Brooks, Vice President: Chris graduated from the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA where he studied Creative Writing and
Conservation Biology. He is currently in a Master's Program for Sustainable Energy Engineering and completed two years of volunteer service
in Ecuador with the Peace Corps. Chris has been a wilderness and canoe guide in Alaska, an environmental educator and an arctic research
technician. He has also managed several conservation and construction projects and workcrews for national forests and parks in the Pacific
Northwest and Alaska. He is an accomplished carpenter and woodcarver and enjoys doing mechanical, electrical and engineering work.

- Sheila Finkenbinder, Secrefary: Sheila is the founding director of Sitka Works!, a business resource center providing entrepreneurial
training and technical assistance to new businesses. She has 25 years of experience as a small business owner. She graduated from the Univer-
sity of Washington with a BA in Drama and a Certificate of Education K-12. Sheila has written grants for Sitka Works! Sitka Teen Resource
Center, Sitka Tribe of Alaska and Center for Community. She is a volunteer instructor for NRA Firearms Safety and ADF&G Hunter Education.
She is a member of the Sitka Chamber of Commerce and on the Board of Directors for Alaska Investment.

Robin Gamick, Treasurer: Robin has an AA in business administration. She is presently working on a BLA in Art and Philosophy with a
business minor. She is employed by the University of Alaska SE Sitka Campus as the Registration and Instructional Support Manager. Robin
has been on the Board of Directors of CDLS since 1997.

Joel Hanson, Representative. Joel started ocean cruising on small sailboats after graduation from Monterey Peninsula College, working as
deckhand and finally as delivery skipper in the Mediterranean, North Atlantic, Caribbean, South Pacific and the waters off the US West Coast
and Hawaii. Eventually, in 1981, he and his family came to Alaska, built a remote cabin 20 miles from the little town of Wrangell and bought
a fishing boat to earn a living. In 1996, Joel began working for The Boat Company as First Mate aboard the OBSERVER, a 100 foot US Navy
minesweeper converted to serve as an overnight charter vessel. He has served every summer since as Captain aboard the company’s other
vessels, MIST COVE and LISERON. He and Alice now live in Sitka. At the wheel of one boat or another, Joel has had the opportunity to steer
round the south end of Kuiu Island, close by Cape Decision, many times over the last 25 years.

Brandon Marx, Representative: Brandon is a member of the American Bar Association, the Alaska Bar Association, the Office of Public
Advocacy, the Gonzaga University Alumni Association, and the Vermont Law School Alumni Association. He presently has a general private prac-
tice through his Law Office in Sitka.

Steve Lanwermeyer, Represenfative: Currently enrolled at the University of Alaska Southeast in Juneau, Steve is a full-time student and
is working as a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technician for the Geographic Information Network of Alaska (GINA). He also works as an
instructor for the Wilderness Medicine Institute (WMI) of NOLS teaching classes around the world, and recently completed a nine month contract
in Asia as Health Services Coordinator for a University of Puget Sound study abroad program. Steve joined the board in 2006 after propesing
the creation of the Cape Decision Institute which he is currently directing the creation of

CDLS welcomes Bryan Cornelius to our Board of Directors and Thanks Dick Curran for his service!

| Bryan Cornelius, Representative. Bryan Cornelius has 10+ years of diverse field research and land management ex-
#| perience in conservation biology, restoration ecology, forest and agricultural science, and geographic information systems in
{ national parks, national forests, military training areas and state research lands. Bryan is also actively involved in the his-
{ toric preservation of fire lookouts in the Oregon Cascades, and he has been a member of Cape Decision Lighthouse Society
& % since his first visit to Kuiu Island in July 2004. He is currently working on getting his private pilots license.

Local Advisory Committee Chairs:
Jim Dawis, Port Prowection & Poine Baker
Anissa Berry-Frick. Port Alexander
Termry Poelstra. Edna Bav & Cape Pole






